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	A teacher assumes several different roles in a school and throughout the community.  Teachers are leaders to the students and are viewed as leaders in the community.  The role of a teacher is hard to define because there are many different aspects of the school and the community that he or she takes part in.  Teachers should always strive to achieve excellence when teaching and working with students.  Teacher leaders that are committed to excellence have a mission that states they are willing to take responsibility for student learning, able to demonstrate strong pedagogical content knowledge, and display professional characteristics in all aspects of their lives.   
	A teacher leader committed to excellence will have to take responsibility for student learning.   In order to ensure that the students in the classroom are learning, teachers need to use a variety of student assessment methods to make ensure that all the different students’ needs are being met.  A teacher will also need to develop a learning environment that is inviting and comfortable for students, which would allow for student learning to be accomplished.  To be a teacher that is a leader in the classroom and in the community, he or she needs to take responsibility for student learning by reflecting on the teaching practices. A teacher needs to look at whether the practices previously used were beneficial and improved the students learning, or if there are adjustments that need to be made to further the student understanding and comprehension.  
	A teacher that is committed to excellence in the classroom will need to demonstrate a strong pedagogical content knowledge.  In order to demonstrate this, the teacher will need to effectively teach and have a deep understanding of the content that pertains to the discipline.  A teacher leader that is committed to excellence will need to use a variety of instructional strategies.  A teacher will want to be sure that he or she is using varying types of teaching so that all the children are able to understand the information.  Some students are visual learners, while others learn more effectively by hearing the information.  By using several different ways of teaching, a teacher will be able to ensure that all the students in the classroom are engaging in learning.    To demonstrate strong pedagogical content knowledge a teacher will also need to adapt instructions to meet the individual needs of the students.  Each student in the classroom is an individual, and therefore has his or her own way of learning. As a teacher committed to excellence, the teacher will need to be willing to work and change the teaching tactics used to meet each of the child’s needs.  
	A teacher that is committed to excellence needs to display professional characteristics both in and around the classroom.  A teacher needs to display strong communication skills when involved in conversations.  A teacher who displays professional characteristics needs to acquire strong instructional planning skills.  A teacher leader that is committed to excellence needs to foster relationships with school colleagues, parents, and community agencies to support student learning.  When there are relationships established with the students and the people in their lives, the teacher is better able to relate and have an understanding of how the student will learn best.  A teacher should also engage and support appropriate professional practices.  A teacher who is a leader and committed to excellence needs to always carry herself in a professional manner.  Acting professionally is important when being a teacher because students look up to teachers as a role-model.  
	Committing to becoming a teacher means assuming the role of a leader in the classroom and the community.  It is crucial that teachers are committed to excellence.  When working with students and playing such a large role in their lives it is important for the teacher to keep in mind the mission and goals she has.  A teacher must take responsibility for student learning by having knowledge about the necessary methods of teaching.  They must also demonstrate a strong pedagogical content knowledge by effectively teaching the proper content and meeting the needs of each student.  A teacher committed to excellence needs to display professional characteristics, not only in the classroom but also outside of the school environment. Teachers are very influential in the lives of many students. It is important that teachers always keep in mind their commitment to excellence as leaders to students. Teachers are influential in shaping the futures of the students and creating excellence throughout the community.  

